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Record 2006 Cotton Crop Anticipated 

Tennessee farmers are forecast to produce a record-shattering cotton crop this year, far surpassing last year’s record by a 
substantial 128,000 bales.  However, most other row crops in the State are not expected to fare as well, as seasonally dry, hot 
weather has held yield performance to about average levels.  Tobacco yields, however, are likely to be up 100 pounds per acre 
from 2005.  These probable outcomes are based on an August 1 survey of Tennessee farmers conducted by the Tennessee Field 
Office of USDA’s National Agricultural Statistics Service.  State Director, Debra Kenerson stated, “Beyond the good fortune of 
cotton growers, other farmers have experienced only hit-and-miss showers this summer and see only fair-to-good yield 
prospects for soybeans and corn.”  She further pointed out, “Hay supplies are already tight in some areas, as livestock producers 
are having to provide supplemental feed to offset the lack of available grazing.”  The actual yield forecasts showed the 
following:  Corn, 120 bushels per acre, down 10 bushels from a year earlier; Cotton, 863 pounds per acre, up 15 pounds from 
last year and the second highest yield on record; Soybeans, 36 bushels per acre, 2 bushels below the previous year; Burley 
Tobacco, 2,100 pounds per acre, up 100 pounds from last year; and Hay, except alfalfa, 2.2 tons per acre, down 0.1 tons from 
last year. 

Cotton Production Up 11 Percent 
 

Tennessee=s cotton production is forecast at 1.25 million bales, surpassing last year=s record by 128,000 bales. Cotton yields are 
expected to average 863 pounds per acre, up 15 pounds from a year ago and second only to 2004’s record of 900 pounds.  
Producers expect to harvest 695,000 acres, up 9 percent from 2005.  Timely rains, hot temperatures, and the largest acreage 
since 1995, have led to this historic output.  The crop recovered nicely from a rough start, as many producers had to re-plant due 
to cool May soil temperatures.  Virtually all the acreage has set bolls and crop development is progressing at a normal pace. 
 

Soybean Yields Down Slightly 
 

Soybean production is forecast at 39.2 million bushels, down 6 percent from last year.  Soybean yields are forecast at 36 bushels 
per acre, 2 bushels below 2005.  This average yield, if realized, is above the 10-year average of 33, but will be shy of the 5-year 
average of 37.  Acreage for harvest is estimated at 1.09 million acres, down 10,000 acres from a year ago.  Tennessee=s soybean 
crop was planted by the middle of June and much of the crop was blooming and setting pods by August 1, a pace two full weeks 
ahead of normal.  Producers have been diligently scouting fields and applying fungicides and insecticides, mostly as 
preventative measures.  The majority of the early maturing varieties are rated in good-to-excellent condition, while late-planted 
full season and double cropped soybeans are suffering, and are rated very poor to fair. 
 

Corn Production to Plunge 16 Percent 
 

Tennessee=s corn production is forecast at 64.8 million bushels, down 16 percent from a year ago.  Based on conditions as of 
August 1, yields are expected to average 120 bushels per acre, 10 bushels below 2005.  Producers expect to harvest 540,000 
acres for grain, down 9 percent from last year and the lowest since 1995.  Four of the last 5 years, the State average corn yield 
has exceeded or equaled 130 bushels per acre.  However, this year, dry, hot weather over much of the State=s major production 
areas caused pollination problems and less than desirable maturity.  Potential yields range from excellent in the Northwest, poor 
in lower middle Tennessee, and variable elsewhere depending on the effect of widely scattered showers. 



Lowest Burley Production Since 1927 
 

As of August 1, burley production is forecast at 29.4 million pounds, 14 percent below a year ago.  This will likely plummet 
production to the lowest in 79 years.  Yields, however, are forecast to average 2,100 pounds per acre, up 100 pounds from 2005 
and the highest since 1994.  Acreage for harvest is expected to amount to 14,000 acres, down 3,000 from 2005.  Tobacco 
transplanting began on schedule in early May and was completed slightly ahead of the 5-year average by the end of June.  Black 
Shank has caused moderate damage in a few areas of the State.  Slightly less than half the acreage had been topped by August 1 
and harvest had just begun.  The standing crop is rated in mostly good condition.  Tennessee=s dark-fired tobacco yields are 
forecast at 3,100 pounds per acre, while dark air-cured is forecast to yield 2,700 pounds per acre, both up 100 pounds from 
2005. 
 

Hay Production Expected to Fall 
 

Hay production, excluding alfalfa, is forecast at 3.96 million tons, 7 percent below 2005.  Yields are expected to average 2.2 
tons per acre, down 0.1 tons from last year.  Acreage is pegged at 1.80 million acres, a reduction of 50,000.  The problem for 
this year's hay crop has been two-fold.  First, wet spring weather caused overripe fields, which degraded quality and reduced 
quantity.  As an alternative, a few farmers decided to store their hay as green chop.  Second, this wet spell was followed by 
drought-like conditions in many areas of the State, contributing to poor growth and giving producers only slim hopes for second 
or third cuttings.  As of the week ending August 4, nearly 40 percent of the State's pastures were rated in very poor-to-poor 
condition. 
 

Apple Production Up Almost a Third 
 

Apple production is estimated at 11.0 million pounds, up 29 percent from last year=s production of 8.5 million pounds.  
Development has been progressing slightly ahead of the normal pace.  Producer comments this year range from having a better 
than average crop with good quality, to complaints about fire blight and concerns over lack of rain. 
 

Crop Forecasts: Tennessee and United States, August 1, 2006, with Comparisons 
Harvested Acres Yield Per Acre Production 

Crop Units 
2005 

 Indicated 
2006 2005 

Indicated 
2006 2005 

Indicated 
2006 

  Thousand Number of Units Thousand 
Tennessee        
Apples Lbs --- --- --- --- 8,500 11,000
Corn for grain Bu 595 540 130 120 77,350 64,800
Cotton1 Lbs 635 695 848 863 1,122 1,250
Hay, All (excluding Alfalfa) Tons 1,850 1,800 2.30 2.20 4,255 3,960
Peaches Tons --- --- --- --- 2.0 1.7
Soybeans Bu 1,100 1,090 38 36 41,800 39,240
Tobacco, All Lbs 22.95 20.00 2,251 2,392 51,670 47,840
  Dark fire-cured  Lbs 5.50 5.60 3,000 3,100 16,500 17,360
  Burley Lbs 17.00 14.00 2,000 2,100 34,000 29,400
  Dark air-cured Lbs 0.45 0.40 2,600 2,700 1,170 1,080
Winter Wheat Bu 150 190 56 61 8,400 11,590
United States    
Apples Lbs --- --- --- --- 9,864,900 9,619,700
Corn for grain Bu 75,107 72,091 147.9 152.2 11,112,072 10,975,740
Cotton1 Lbs 13,802.6 12,815 831 765 23,890.2 20,431.0
Hay, All Tons 61,649 62,697 2.44 2.27 150,590 142,326
Peaches Tons --- --- --- --- 1,184.55 1,053.80
Soybeans Bu 71,361 73,935 43.3 39.6 3,086,432 2,927,634
Tobacco, All Lbs 298.08 334.48 2,171 2,228 647,278 745,294
  Dark fire-cured Lbs 11.84 11.28 3,178 3,253 37,631 36,689
  Burley  Lbs 100.15 104.00 2,031 2,099 203,383 218,300
  Dark air-cured Lbs 4.15 5.10 2,778 2,884 11,530 14,710
Winter Wheat Bu 33,794 31,108 44.4 41.2 1,499,129 1,283,134
1 Production in 480-Lbs net weight bales.  U.S. production includes American-Pima cotton.  
 
 



Ag Growth Cost Share Deadline Sept. 30 
 
Tennessee farmers have until Sept. 30 to apply for cost share dollars to help diversify their farm operations announced state 
Agriculture Commissioner Ken Givens.  “This is a great opportunity, and there’s still plenty of time for farmers to apply for 35 
percent, up to $10,000, in cost share dollars to expand or to begin producing in areas of diversified crops, livestock or services,” 
says Givens.  “We want to be a business partner for anyone who has the entrepreneurial drive to invest in their farming 
operation for any number of growth markets.”  The goal of the Tennessee Agricultural Growth Initiative is to build farm income 
by helping farmers expand or improve their operations through production of diversified agricultural products.  Diversified 
agricultural products include agri-tourism, aquaculture, bees, fruits and vegetables, horticulture, goats and sheep, organics, 
value-added products, viticulture and others as approved by the Tennessee Department of Agriculture.  In the first year of the 
Ag Growth Initiative, the department funded 152 projects totaling more than $645,000.  
 
Applications are available through the Tennessee Department of Agriculture Market Development office and many local farm 
service centers.  Applications can also be downloaded and printed from the department’s Web site, www.picktnproducts.org.  
Applications will be accepted through Sept. 30 and evaluated on a competitive basis by industry sector.  Only projects that are 
approved in advance by the Tennessee Department of Agriculture will be eligible for cost share assistance.  Approved projects 
will be announced Oct. 16, and producers will have a year to complete approved activities.  For more information, contact Jan 
Keyser at the Tennessee Department of Agriculture, P.O. Box 40627, Nashville, TN  37204, (615) 837-5346, or via e-mail at 
Ag.Growth@state.tn.us. 
 

All Mushroom Sales Down 1 Percent, Value Down 3 Percent 
 
Sales of the 2005-06 U.S. mushroom crop are 843 million pounds, down 1 percent from both the 2004-05 and 2003-04 seasons.  
Value of sales for the 2005-06 U.S. mushroom crop is $881 million, down 3 percent from the previous season and 4 percent 
below the 2003-04 season.  The number of growers, at 305, is up 9 from last season.  The average price is $1.05 per pound, 
down 2 cents from 2004-05.  Sales reported by growers of Agaricus mushrooms for fresh market are 701 million pounds, up 1 
percent from last season.  Sales of Agaricus mushrooms for processing are 129 million pounds, 9 percent below last season. 
Value of sales for all Agaricus mushrooms totaled 841 million dollars, down 2 percent from the previous season and 4 percent 
below 2003-04.  
 

Hired Workers Down 11 Percent, Wage Rates Up 4 Percent From a Year Ago 
 
There were 1,202,000 hired workers on the Nation’s farms and ranches during the week of July 9-15, 2006, down 11 percent 
from a year ago.  Of these hired workers, 875,000 workers were hired directly by farm operators.  Agricultural service 
employees on farms and ranches made up the remaining 327,000 workers.  Farm operators paid their hired workers an average 
wage of $9.74 per hour during the July 2006 reference week, up 36 cents from a year earlier.  Field workers received an average 
of $8.95 per hour, up 34 cents from last July, while livestock workers earned $9.56 per hour compared with $9.26 a year earlier.  
The field and livestock worker combined wage rate, at $9.10 per hour, was up 32 cents from last year.  The number of hours 
worked averaged 40.9 hours for hired workers during the survey week, up 1 percent from a year ago. 
 
Chicken & Eggs:  U.S. egg production totaled 7.64 billion during July 2006, up 1 percent from last year.  Production included 
6.56 billion table eggs, and 1.09 billion hatching eggs, of which 1.02 billion were broiler-type and 66 million were egg-type. 
The total number of layers during July 2006 averaged 341 million, up 1 percent from last year.  July egg production per 100 
layers was 2,241 eggs, up slightly from July 2005. 
 

Layers and Eggs:  Layers on Hand and Eggs Produced by Selected States 
and United States, During July 2005 and 2006 

 Table Egg Layers in 
 Flocks 30,000 and Above 

All Layers 1 Eggs per 100 for 
All Layers 1 

 
Selected States 

2005 2006 2005 2006 2005 2006 
 Thousands Number 

Alabama 1,780 1,457 9,220 8,562 1,898 1,974 
Arkansas 4,040 4,167 14,414 13,976 1,998 1,939 
Georgia 9,776 9,399 18,919 18,569 2,114 2,079 
North Carolina 3,327 3,134 10,932 10,718 1,994 2,053 
All Other States2 255,111 260,276 285,088 289,222 2,274 2,281 
United States 274,034 278,433 338,573 341,047 2,234 2,241 
1 Includes all layers and eggs produced in both table egg and hatching egg flocks regardless of size.  2 Tennessee included in all other states total. 



All Hogs and Pigs: Number on Farms, by County, December 1, 2004 and 2005 

All Hogs and Pigs Hogs and Pigs for 
Breeding All Hogs and Pigs Hogs and Pigs for 

Breeding 
District 
and 
County  2004 2005 2004 2005

District 
and 
County  2004 2005 2004 2005

  Head    Head  
        
Carroll 700 2 2 2 Bedford 4,100 4,200 600 2 
Decatur 1,200 1,100 2 2 Cannon 800 2 2 2 
Fayette 9,300 5,000 2 2 Macon 2,800 2,200 2 2 
Gibson 23,000 19,000 2 2 Rutherford 900 700 2 2 
Hardin 600 2 2 2 Wilson 1,600 1,600 2 2 
Haywood 600 2 2 2 Other 1 8,800 8,100 1,800 2,300 
Henderson 2,500 1,800 2 2      
Henry 63,000 61,000 600 2 District 40 19,000 16,800 2,400 2,300 
Weakley 53,000 53,000 2,400 2      
Other 1 8,700 3,100 8,550 7,200 Coffee 4,500 4,100 2 2 
     Cumberland 900 700 2 2 
District 20 162,600 144,000 11,550 7,200 Franklin 7,400 6,500 2 2 
     Warren 800 500 2 2 
Dickson 1,100 500 2 2 Other 1 1,400 1,000 4,800 6,950 
Hickman 2,600 2,400 2 2      
Lawrence 4,600 4,900 2,200 2 District 50 15,000 12,800 4,800 6,950 
Robertson 2,500 1,800 2 2      
Wayne 2,200 1,400 2 2      
Other 1 1,000 700 1,300 3,400 Hamblen 900 600 2 2 
     Other 1 3,500 2,900 700 3 
District 30 14,000 11,700 3,500 3,400      
     District 60 4,400 3,500 700 2 
          
     State  215,000 190,000 23,000 20,000 
          
1 Unlisted counties combined with “Other” counties.  District 10 included in District 20 “Other”.  
2 Combined with “Other” counties to avoid disclosure of individual operations. 
3 Included in District 50 “Other”. 

 
 


